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PAUL J. BEARD II (State Bar No. 210563) 
FISHERBROYLES LLP 
4470 W. Sunset Blvd., Suite 93165 
Los Angeles, CA 90027 
Telephone: (818) 216-3988 
Facsimile: (213) 402-5034 
E-mail: paul.beard@fisherbroyles.com

Attorneys for Defendant 
MENDOCINO RAILWAY 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

CITY OF FORT BRAGG, 

Plaintiff 

v. 

MENDOCINO RAILWAY,  

Defendant. 

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION,  

Plaintiff-Intervenor 

Case No.: 4:22-cv-06317-JST 

DECLARATION OF ROBERT PINOLI IN 
SUPPORT OF DEFENDANT MENDOCINO 
RAILWAY’S CONSOLIDATED 
OPPOSITION TO PLAINTIFFS' MOTIONS 
TO REMAND 

Date: February 2, 2023 
Time: 2 p.m. 
Dept: Courtroom 6 
Judge: Hon. Jon S. Tigar 

Action Removed: October 20, 2022 

Case 4:22-cv-06317-JST   Document 17   Filed 12/05/22   Page 1 of 80



 

 
2 

DECLARATION OF ROBERT PINOLI 
 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

 

DECLARATION 

 I, Robert Pinoli, declare as follows: 

1. I am the President of Defendant MENDOCINO RAILWAY (“MR”) and am authorized 

to make this declaration on its behalf. I have personal knowledge of the facts stated herein and, if called 

to testify, I would and could testify competently thereto. 

2. Mendocino Railway is a railroad corporation organized under the laws of the State of 

California. It owns real property, rail facilities and rail equipment in various regions of the State, 

including but not limited to the coastal zone and the City of Fort Bragg in Mendocino County. It is a 

Class III railroad subject to the jurisdiction of the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”).  

3. MR owns and operates a line that runs 40 miles, from its main station in Fort Bragg to its 

eastern depot in Willits (“Willits Depot”). The Fort Bragg-Willits line—also known as the California 

Western Railroad (“CWR”) line—is not the only line that MR owns and operates. MR has operations in 

other parts of the State, as well. Mendocino Railway’s Fort Bragg station is fully developed as a rail 

facility, with, among other things, passenger coaches and freight cars, an engine house, and a dry shed 

for storage of railroad equipment. Since acquiring the line in 2004 and up through the present, the Fort 

Bragg-Willits line owned by MR has operated tourist and non-tourist passenger services, as well as 

freight services. The line has never provided only a “sightseeing” or “excursion” service. 

4. MR’s Fort Bragg-Willits line connects to the national rail system via the North Coast Rail 

Authority line that is operated by Northwestern Pacific Railroad (“NWP”). While the NWP segment that 

connects to MR has been temporarily embargoed pending track repairs, that segment has not been 

abandoned and remains a part of the national rail system. The Surface Transportation Board’s National 

Rail Network Map, showing the Fort Bragg-Willits line (running west-east) connecting to the NWP line 

(running north-south), is reproduced accurately and fully below. The image accurately represents my 

personal knowledge of the location of the intersecting lines. 

/ / / 

/ / / 

/ / / 
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5. In addition to its connection to the NWP line, the Fort Bragg-Willits line connects via 

Amtrak, which runs a thruway service at MR’s Willits Depot, connecting the line to Amtrak’s national 

railway system. 

6. In furtherance of its freight operations, MR has pursued and continues to pursue a variety 

of much-needed rail-related activities on property and facilities located in the State’s coastal zone. These 

activities have included, without limitation: (a) improvements to side tracks; (b) repair and maintenance 

work on its rail station and engine house; (c) clean-up work in and around a dry shed and elsewhere on 

railroad property; (d) improvements to the dry shed in order to provide space for the storage of rail cars 

and other railroad equipment, such as tires for steam locomotives, railcar axles, and other parts and 

components for steam and diesel locomotives; (e) a lot-line adjustment related to the railroad’s 

acquisition of historically rail-related property from Georgia-Pacific LLC; and (f) development of the 

recently acquired land for rail-related uses. These rail-related activities—pursued in furtherance of MR’s 

railroad operations—are the objects of the Commission’s and City’s complaints that a land-use permit 

was not obtained for those activities. 

7. Approximately 77 acres of the Georgia-Pacific land adjacent to the main rail station in 

Fort Bragg were previously used for more than a century to conduct and support freight and passenger 

operations. In 2019, after 15 years of discussions, MR acquired those 77 acres from Georgia-Pacific to 

further MR’s efforts to fully restore freight and passenger services on the Fort Bragg-Willits line. 

Subsequently, MR acquired another approximately 220 acres from GP at the mill site, another 70 acres 

of pudding Creek, and (through MR’s sister company, Sierra Northern Railway) 14 acres from another 

entity (Harvest Market). In total, approximately 300 acres of the former mill site were acquired. 

8. MR has not applied for land-use permits from any state or local land-use authority for 

any of its rail-related activities, because local land-use permitting requirements are federally preempted. 

9. Plaintiff California Coastal Commission has for years argued to MR that it has plenary 

land-use authority over MR’s rail activities in the coastal zone, on the (mistaken) assumption that MR is 

not a railroad within the STB’s exclusive jurisdiction. The threat of formal enforcement or other action 

by the Commission loomed large during those years, causing substantial regulatory uncertainty for MR 
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and potential disruption of MR’s railroad operations and projects. For those reasons, MR filed a federal 

action in this Court on August 9, 2022. 

10. As for the City of Fort Bragg, in October 2021, it filed a lawsuit against MR in Mendocino 

County Superior Court. While superficially cloaked in allegations about the MR’s past refusal to submit 

to the City’s land-use inspection and permit requirements, the City’s complaint is nothing more than a 

misguided vendetta against MR for purportedly employing its eminent domain power (as a public utility) 

to acquire the Georgia-Pacific land. City officials were interested in acquiring and controlling the 300 

acres purchased by MR from Georgia-Pacific, but they failed. The City claims that the railroad somehow 

“stole” that opportunity from the City. With its lawsuit, the City hopes to deflect public criticism for its 

failures and to gain substantial development control over the acquired property—through land-use 

permit oversight—without having to purchase it. While the City directly challenges only MR’s “public 

utility” status, the City seeks an injunction compelling the railroad to submit to the City’s unfettered 

land-use authority. 

11. After sitting for years on its alleged concerns about MR’s compliance with its land-use 

permit requirements, the Coastal Commission reacted to MR’s federal action by moving to intervene in 

the City’s state-court action on September 8, 2022, which was about one month after MR filed its federal 

action. 

12. After MR acquired the assets of California Western Railroad in 2004, and until recently, 

MR itself did not perform the freight rail service on the on the Fort Bragg-Willits line. Instead, that 

freight rail service was performed by its sister company, Sierra Northern Railway. Recently, MR made 

application to the U.S. Railroad Retirement Board to take over the performance of the freight service 

from Sierra Northern Railway on the Fort Bragg-Willits line. Given the remote location of the Fort 

Bragg-Willits line and Sierra Northern’s other extensive obligations, MR began performing freight 

service on the line. 

13. True and correct copies of MR’s Freight Tariffs, CWR 9500, effective January 1, 2008, 

and January 1, 2022, respectively, are attached hereto as Exhibit 1. A true and correct copy of the Notice 

of Exemption dated March 12, 2004, from the U.S. Surface Transportation Board (Finance Docket No. 

FD34465) is attached hereto as Exhibit 2.  
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I declare, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California, that the foregoing is 

true and correct. Executed at Fort Bragg, California. 

 

DATED: December 5, 2022   ______________________________________________ 

         ROBERT PINOLI 
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 CWR 9500 
 

MENDOCINO RAILWAY 
 
 
 

_______________ 
 
 

FREIGHT TARIFF CWR 9500  
 

_______________ 
 
 
 
 

LOCAL AND INTERCHANGE 
CHARGES 
APPLYING 

BETWEEN/AND AT 
STATIONS ON THE 

MENDOCINO RAILWAY / CALIFORNIA WESTERN RAILRAOD (CWR) 
 
 
 

This tariff is also applicable on intrastate traffic, except where expressly provided to the contrary in connection with 
particular items. 
 
ISSUED:  January 1, 2022 EFFECTIVE:  January 1, 2022 

 
 

ISSUED BY 
Robert Jason Pinoli, President 

Mendocino Railway / California Western Railroad 
100 West Laurel Street 

Fort Bragg, California 95437 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
707-964-6371 Phone 

707-964-6428 Fax 
Info@SkunkTrain.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(The provisions published herein, if effective, will not result in an effect on the quality of the human environment.) 
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RULES AND OTHER GOVERNING PROVISIONS 
GENERAL RULES AND REGLATIONS 

 
 
ITEM 10 SUPPLEMENTS AND REISSUES 

 
 
 
When reference is made in this tariff, or supplements, to other publications for rates or other information, it includes 
“Supplements thereto or successive issues thereof.” 
 
Where reference is made in this tariff to items, it includes “reissues” of such items. 
 
 
ITEM 15 REFERENCES TO TARIFFS, ITEMS, NOTES, RULES, ETC. 

 
Where reference is made in this tariff to another tariff by number, such reference applies also to such tariff as it may be 
applicable on intrastate traffic, or traffic within Canada. 
 
When the words tariffs or contracts are used in this tariff, they refer to tariffs or contracts lawfully on file with the U.S. 
Surface Transportation Board as to interstate traffic and State Commissions as to intrastate traffic, or their respective 
successors. 
 
 
 
ITEM 20 METHOD OF CANCELING ITEMS 

 
As this tariff is supplemented, numbered items with letter suffixes cancel correspondingly numbered items in the original 
tariff, or in a prior supplement.  Letter suffixes will be used in alphabetical sequence starting with A.  Example:  Item 100-A 
cancels Item 100 and Item 300-B cancels Item 300-A in a prior supplement which, in turn, cancelled Item 300. 
 
 
ITEM 30 PAYMENTS OF CHARGES   
 
Customer shall pay the applicable charges to Railroad upon invoice and on or before the due date specified in the invoice.  
Charges are due and payable within thirty (30) days following the date of the invoice. In the event that the invoice has not 
been paid or payment has not been made by Customer on or before the due date, a late payment charge of two percent (2%) 
of each unpaid charge shall be assessed immediately, and then finance charges of two percent (2%) per month shall then 
accrue and be assessed on the outstanding balance (payments, late payment charges and interest) owed.  Payments shall be 
applied first to late payment charges, then to interest charges, and then to the outstanding balance. 
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MENDOCINO RAILWAY 
CWR 9500 

 3 

 
SECTION 1 

SWITCHING 
(Charges in dollars and cents per car, except as otherwise noted) 

 
 
ITEM 1000 

SWITCHING CARS DELIVERED BY CONNECTIONS IN ERROR AT ALL STATIONS ON CWR 
 

Cars, loaded or empty, delivered in error by connecting carriers will be subject to charges as shown in this item.  Charges for 
cars delivered in error include the movement from and return as necessary to interchange track(s) of the carrier making the 
erroneous delivery.  Charges are payable by the delivering connecting carrier. 
 

CHARGE      $300.00 per car 
 
 
ITEM 1050 

CARS DELIVERED IN INTERCHANGE TO CONNECTING CARRIERS 
 

Cars received in interchange, loaded, or empty, for immediate switch service to another carrier or destined to points on the 
CWR which require CWR handling or switching service prior to placement or delivery to the interchange track(s) will be 
subject to the charges shown herein.  Charges are payable by the delivering connecting carrier. 
 

CHARGE      $300.00 per car 
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 4 

 
 
ITEM 1100 

CARS SWITCH FOR CONSIGNOR, CONSIGNEE OR PRIVATE CAR OWNERS 
 
ITEM STATION FROM TO COMMODITY CHARGE 

 
1110 

 
All stations in 
California 

 
Any location at 
any industry 

 
Another location 
within the confines 
of the same 
switching limits. 
 

 
Cars of railroad or private 
ownership loaded, partially 
loaded or empty. 

 
$300.00 

   
When at the request of owner of private 
track a car or cars are switched from a 
private track to the tracks of CWR or 
other private tracks as a temporary 
expediency to make room for another 
car or cars. 
 

 
Cars of railroad or private 
ownership loaded, partially 
loaded or empty. 

 
$300.00 

   
If such car or cars are returned to the 
private tracks. 
 

 
Cars of railroad or private 
ownership loaded, partially 
loaded or empty. 
 

 
$300.00 

 
1020 

 
All stations in 
California 

 
Any location at 
an industry shed, 
dock platform or 
open area served 
by a common set 
of tracks or 
parallel tracks 
where cars are 
regularly placed 
for loading, 
unloading, or 
other purposes. 
 

 
Another location at 
the same industry 
shed, dock, 
platform or open 
area served by a 
common set of 
tracks or parallel 
tracks where cars 
are regularly 
placed for loading, 
unloading, or other 
purposes. 

 
Cars of railroad or private 
ownership loaded, partially 
loaded or empty.  Applies only 
when prior or subsequent to a 
linehaul and when it is necessary 
to move the car incidental to 
switching of other cars to or 
from the tracks serving the shed, 
dock, platform or open area, or 
is otherwise determined by 
CWR to be necessary for its 
operations. 

 
No charge 
(Exception to 
Item 1010) 
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 5 

 
ITEM 1100 (Continued) 
 

CARS SWITCH FOR CONSIGNOR, CONSIGNEE OR PRIVATE CAR OWNERS 
 
ITEM STATION 

 
FROM TO COMMODITY CHARGE 

 
1030 

 
All stations at 
which track 
scales are 
located in 
California 

 
Any location on 
track within 
switching limits. 

 
Track scales and 
return. 

 
Freight Carloads (Applies only 
when incidental to a linehaul.) 

 
$300.00 
(Note 1) 

     
Freight Carloads (Applies only 
when not incidental to a 
linehaul.) 
 

 
$300.00 
(Note 1) 

   
Interchange 
tracks of 
connecting 
carrier with 
which carrier has 
an interchange 
arrangement. 
 

 
Track scales and 
return. 

 
Freight Carloads (Also applies 
on empty railway equipment.) 

 
$300.00 
(Note 1) 

 
(1) – Applies on movements to track scales and return, loaded or empty on request of shipper or consignee and where 
weights thus obtained are not used for assessing freight charges.  Does not apply on freight, including empty railway 
equipment received from interchange tracks and returned to interchange tracks and returned tracks of connecting carriers. 
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ITEM 1100 (Continued) 

CARS SWITCH FOR CONSIGNOR, CONSIGNEE OR PRIVATE CAR OWNERS 
 
ITEM STATION 

 
FROM TO COMMODITY CHARGE 

 
1050 

 
All stations in 
California 
 

 
Industry track 
loading location 
within switching 
limits. 
 

 
Any track within 
same switching 
limits where loaded 
cars may be held 
for disposition. 
 

 
Freight Carloads (See Note 1) 

 
$300.00  
(Note 2) 

      
 
Note 1 – Applies only on loaded cars moved from loading track at shipper’s directions, when such cars are to be held 
awaiting dispositioning.  When billing instructions are furnished within 24 hours after the first 7:00 a.m. after the switching 
service is performed, exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays and (6) holidays, no charge will be made when billing instructions are 
furnished within the time limit specified herein. 
 
Note 2 – Applies only when movement is incidental to a subsequent linehaul, otherwise, Item 1150 applies.  Other 
applicable charges may also apply. 
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CWR 9500 

 7 

 
 

SECTION 2 
Switching charges 

 (Charges in dollars and cents per car, except as otherwise noted 
 
 LINEHAUL CHARGES (Rule 11) 

 

 
 

Note 1:    Rates do not apply on hazardous materials (STCC 28,29,48,49), COFC, TOFC. 
 
ITEM 2500 

OVERLOADED OR IMPROPERLY LOADED CARS RECEIVED IN INTERCHANGE 
 

When a car is discovered to be loaded in excess of its stenciled or allowable load limits, or improperly loaded on the CWR, 
the connecting carrier will be notified and requested to provide disposition.. Cars subject to the above conditions will be 
placed at a location on the CWR, held pending disposition, and will be subject to storage and other charges as may be 
applicable under the provisions described in CWR Tariff 6001, and CWR will bill shipper of record (as shown on the Bill of 
Lading) for such charges until disposition or other instructions have been received.  When disposition is received, the 
applicable charges as shown below will be applied. 
 
 A. When a car is received from a connecting carrier and returned to the same connecting carrier at the same junction 

under one or more of the conditions described above, a charge of $360.00 per car will be assessed. 
 
 B. When a car is received from a connecting carrier and switched to and/or from any of the following stations on the 

CWR for the purpose of reducing, transferring, trimming, shifting or reloading, a charge of $360.00 per car will be 
assessed.  For all other Stations, a charge of $720 per car will be assessed. 

 
Note 1:   Disposition on overloaded or improperly loaded cars must be in writing and clearly define the party, name, address, 
phone and fax numbers, responsible for the charges.  This information must be delivered to the CWR via US Mail, facsimile 
(707-964-6428), or email to CWR’s customer service department ( Info@SkunkTrain.com ). 
 

ITEM 2000    
BETWEEN AND COMMODITY CHARGE 
Willits CA. Northspur, CA 

(Willits Subdivision) 
All Other, FAK (Note 1) $1080.00 per car 

 
Willits CA. Fort Bragg, CA 

(Fort Bragg Subdivision) 
All Other, FAK (Note 1) $1440.00 per car 

 
ITEM 2010 
 

   

BETWEEN AND COMMODITY CHARGE 
Willits CA. Northspur, CA 

(Willits Subdivision) 
Empty rail cars for 

dismantling or furtherance to 
off rail points (Note 1) 

$480.00 per car 
 

Willits CA. Fort Bragg, CA 
(Fort Bragg Subdivision) 

Empty rail cars for 
dismantling or furtherance to 

off rail points (Note 1) 

$720.00 per car 
 

ITEM 2020 
 

   

BETWEEN AND COMMODITY CHARGE 
Willits CA. Northspur, CA 

(Willits Subdivision) 
Hazardous Materials, STCC 

28,29,48,49 
$1320.00 per car 

 
Willits CA. Fort Bragg, CA 

(Fort Bragg Subdivision) 
Hazardous Materials, STCC 

28,29,48,49 
$1680.00 per car 
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CWR 9500 

 8 

 
SECTION 3 
WEIGHING  

(Charges in dollars and cents per car, except as otherwise noted 
 
 
ITEM 3000 WEIGHING 
 

A. Applicable at all stations on the CWR 
B. Weighing will be performed where requested by the customer, provided it is practicable for the CWR to do so and 

railroad or private scales are available. 
C. Charges, if applicable, will be performed pursuant to applicable switching charges under Item 1100. 
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MENDOCINO RAILWAY 
CWR 9500 

 9 

 
SECTION 4 

SPECIAL MOVEMENTS & ADDITIONAL CREWS 
(Charges in dollars and cents per car, except as otherwise noted 

 
 
 
ITEM 3500 SPECIAL MOVEMENTS 
 

A. Applicable at all stations on the CWR 
B. Special movements / work trains maybe scheduled to moves goods or materials with a diesel locomotive and the 

following CWR cars; flat cars, bottom dump gravel hopper, and side dump car. 
i. Locomotive fee per shall include a basic crew and will be charged at a rate of $800.00. 

ii. CWR Flat Cars will be charged at a rate of $400.00 each per day. 
iii. CWR bottom dump gravel hopper will be charged at a rate of $400.00 per day. 
iv. CWR side dump car will be charged at a rate of $400.00 per day. 

C. Crews for any special movements will be billed out at cost, plus benefits, plus overhead. 
 

 
 

- END - 
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 CWR 9500 

 

MENDOCINO RAILWAY 
 

 

 

_______________ 

 

 

FREIGHT TARIFF CWR 9500  

 

_______________ 

 

 

 

 

LOCAL AND INTERCHANGE 

CHARGES 

APPLYING 

BETWEEN/AND AT 

STATIONS ON THE 

MENDOCINO RAILWAY (CWR) 

(Freight Operations by Sierra Northern Railway—SERA) 

 

 

 

This tariff is also applicable on intrastate traffic, except where expressly provided to the contrary in connection with 

particular items. 

 

ISSUED:  January 1, 2008 EFFECTIVE:  January 1, 2008 

 

 

ISSUED BY 

Alan H. Lambert 

VP  Marketing 

Sierra Northern Railway 

341 Industrial Way 

Woodland, CA  95776 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(The provisions published herein, if effective, will not result in an effect on the quality of the human environment.) 

 

MENDO00436
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RULES AND OTHER GOVERNING PROVISIONS 

GENERAL RULES AND REGLATIONS 

 

 

ITEM 10 SUPPLEMENTS AND REISSUES 

 

 

 

When reference is made in this tariff, or supplements, to other publications for rates or other information, it includes 

“Supplements thereto or successive issues thereof.” 

 

Where reference is made in this tariff to items, it includes “reissues” of such items. 

 

 

ITEM 15 REFERENCES TO TARIFFS, ITEMS, NOTES, RULES, ETC. 

 

Where reference is made in this tariff to another tariff by number, such reference applies also to such tariff as it may be 

applicable on intrastate traffic, or traffic within Canada. 

 

When the words tariffs or contracts are used in this tariff, they refer to tariffs or contracts lawfully on file with the U.S. 

Surface Transportation Board as to interstate traffic and State Commissions as to intrastate traffic, or their respective 

successors. 

 

 

 

ITEM 20 METHOD OF CANCELING ITEMS 

 

As this tariff is supplemented, numbered items with letter suffixes cancel correspondingly numbered items in the original 

tariff, or in a prior supplement.  Letter suffixes will be used in alphabetical sequence starting with A.  Example:  Item 100-A 

cancels Item 100 and Item 300-B cancels Item 300-A in a prior supplement which, in turn, cancelled Item 300. 

 

 

ITEM 30 PAYMENTS OF CHARGES   

 

Customer shall pay the applicable charges to Railroad upon invoice and on or before the due date specified in the invoice.  

Charges are due and payable within thirty (30) days following  the date of the invoice.  In the event that the invoice has not 

been paid or payment has not been made by Customer on or before the due date, a late payment charge of two percent (2%) 

of each unpaid charge shall be assessed immediately, and then finance charges of two percent (2%) per month shall then 

accrue and be assessed on the outstanding balance (payments, late payment charges and interest) owed.  Payments shall be 

applied first to late payment charges, then to interest charges, and then to the outstanding balance. 

 

MENDO00437
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MENDOCINO RAILWAY 
CWR 9500 

 3 

 

SECTION 1 

SWITCHING 

(Charges in dollars and cents per car, except as otherwise noted) 

 

 

ITEM 1000 

SWITCHING CARS DELIVERED BY CONNECTIONS IN ERROR AT ALL STATIONS ON CWR 

 

Cars, loaded or empty, delivered in error by connecting carriers will be subject to charges as shown in this item.  Charges for 

cars delivered in error include the movement from and return as necessary to interchange track(s) of the carrier making the 

erroneous delivery.  Charges are payable by the delivering connecting carrier. 

 

CHARGE      $250.00 per car 

 

 

ITEM 1050 

CARS DELIVERED IN INTERCHANGE TO CONNECTING CARRIERS 

 

Cars received in interchange, loaded, or empty, for immediate switch service to another carrier or destined to points on the 

SERA which require SERA handling or switching service prior to placement or delivery to the interchange track(s) will be 

subject to the charges shown herein.  Charges are payable by the delivering connecting carrier. 

 

CHARGE      $250.00 per car 

 

 

MENDO00438
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MENDOCINO RAILWAY 
CWR 9500 

 4 

 

 

ITEM 1100 

CARS SWITCH FOR CONSIGNOR, CONSIGNEE OR PRIVATE CAR OWNERS 

 

ITEM STATION FROM TO COMMODITY CHARGE 

 

1110 

 

All stations in 

California 

 

Any location at 

any industry 

 

Another location 

within the confines 

of the same 

switching limits. 

 

 

Cars of railroad or private 

ownership loaded, partially 

loaded or empty. 

 

$250.00 

   

When at the request of owner of private 

track a car or cars are switched from a 

private track to the tracks of SERA or 

other private tracks as a temporary 

expediency to make room for another 

car or cars. 

 

 

Cars of railroad or private 

ownership loaded, partially 

loaded or empty. 

 

$250.00 

   

If such car or cars are returned to the 

private tracks. 

 

 

Cars of railroad or private 

ownership loaded, partially 

loaded or empty. 

 

 

$250.00 

 

1020 

 

All stations in 

California 

 

Any location at 

an industry shed, 

dock platform or 

open area served 

by a common set 

of tracks or 

parallel tracks 

where cars are 

regularly placed 

for loading, 

unloading, or 

other purposes. 

 

 

Another location at 

the same industry 

shed, dock, 

platform or open 

area served by a 

common set of 

tracks or parallel 

tracks where cars 

are regularly 

placed for loading, 

unloading, or other 

purposes. 

 

Cars of railroad or private 

ownership loaded, partially 

loaded or empty.  Applies only 

when prior or subsequent to a 

linehaul and when it is necessary 

to move the car incidental to 

switching of other cars to or 

from the tracks serving the shed, 

dock, platform or open area, or 

is otherwise determined by 

SERA to be necessary for its 

operations. 

 

No charge 

(Exception to 

Item 1010) 
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ITEM 1100 (Continued) 

CARS SWITCH FOR CONSIGNOR, CONSIGNEE OR PRIVATE CAR OWNERS 

 
ITEM STATION 

 

FROM TO COMMODITY CHARGE 

 

1030 

 

All stations at 

which track 

scales are 

located in 

California 

 

Any location on 

track within 

switching limits. 

 

Track scales and 

return. 

 

Freight Carloads (Applies only 

when incidental to a linehaul.) 

 

$250.00 

(Note 1) 

     

Freight Carloads (Applies only 

when not incidental to a 

linehaul.) 

 

 

$250.00 

(Note 1) 

   

Interchange 

tracks of 

connecting 

carrier with 

which carrier has 

an interchange 

arrangement. 

 

 

Track scales and 

return. 

 

Freight Carloads (Also applies 

on empty railway equipment.) 

 

$250.00 

(Note 1) 

 

(1) – Applies on movements to track scales and return, loaded or empty on request of shipper or consignee and where 

weights thus obtained are not used for assessing freight charges.  Does not apply on freight, including empty railway 

equipment received from interchange tracks and returned to interchange tracks and returned tracks of connecting carriers. 
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ITEM 1100 (Continued) 

CARS SWITCH FOR CONSIGNOR, CONSIGNEE OR PRIVATE CAR OWNERS 

 
ITEM STATION 

 

FROM TO COMMODITY CHARGE 

 

1050 

 

All stations in 

California 

 

 

Industry track 

loading location 

within switching 

limits. 

 

 

Any track within 

same switching 

limits where loaded 

cars may be held 

for disposition. 

 

 

Freight Carloads (See Note 1) 

 

$250.00  

(Note 2) 

      

 

Note 1 – Applies only on loaded cars moved from loading track at shipper’s directions, when such cars are to be held 

awaiting dispositioning.  When billing instructions are furnished within 24 hours after the first 7:00 a.m. after the switching 

service is performed, exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays and (6) holidays, no charge will be made when billing instructions are 

furnished within the time limit specified herein. 

 

Note 2 – Applies only when movement is incidental to a subsequent linehaul, otherwise, Item 1150 applies.  Other 

applicable charges may also apply. 
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SECTION 2 

Switching charges 

 (Charges in dollars and cents per car, except as otherwise noted 

 

 LINEHAUL  CHARGES (Rule 11) 

 

 

 

Note 1:    Rates do not apply on hazardous materials (STCC 28,29,48,49), COFC, TOFC,  

. 

 

ITEM 2500 

OVERLOADED OR IMPROPERLY LOADED CARS RECEIVED IN INTERCHANGE 

 

When a car is discovered to be loaded in excess of its stenciled or allowable load limits, or improperly loaded on the CWR, 

the connecting carrier will be notified and requested to provide disposition..  Cars subject to the above conditions will be 

placed at a location on the CWR, held pending disposition, and will be subject to storage and other charges as may be 

applicable under the provisions described in CWR Tariff 6001, and CWR will bill shipper of record (as shown on the Bill of 

Lading) for such charges until disposition or other instructions have been received.  When disposition is received, the 

applicable charges as shown below will be applied. 

 

 A. When a car is received from a connecting carrier and returned to the same connecting carrier at the same junction 

under one or more of the conditions described above, a charge of $300.00 per car will be assessed. 

 

 B. When a car is received from a connecting carrier and switched to and/or from any of the following stations on the 

CWR for the purpose of reducing, transferring, trimming, shifting or reloading, a charge of $300.00 per car will be 

assessed.  For all other Stations, a charge of $600 per car will be assessed. 

 

Note 1:   Disposition on overloaded or improperly loaded cars must be in writing and clearly define the party, name, address, 

phone and fax numbers, responsible for the charges.  This information must be delivered to the CWR via US Mail, facsimile 

(530-666-2919), or email to SERA’s customer service department. 

 

ITEM 2000    

BETWEEN AND COMMODITY CHARGE 

Willits CA. Northspur, CA 

(Willits Subdivision) 

All Other, FAK (Note 1) $900.00 per car 

 

Willits CA. Fort Bragg, CA 

(Fort Bragg Subdivision) 

All Other, FAK (Note 1) $1200.00 per car 

 

ITEM 2010 

 

   

BETWEEN AND COMMODITY CHARGE 

Willits CA. Northspur, CA 

(Willits Subdivision) 

Empty rail cars for 

dismantling or furtherance to 

off rail points (Note 1) 

$400.00 per car 

 

Willits CA. Fort Bragg, CA 

(Fort Bragg Subdivision) 

Empty rail cars for 

dismantling or furtherance to 

off rail points (Note 1) 

$600.00 per car 

 

ITEM 2020 

 

   

BETWEEN AND COMMODITY CHARGE 

Willits CA. Northspur, CA 

(Willits Subdivision) 

Hazardous Materials, STCC 

28,29,48,49 

$1100.00 per car 

 

Willits CA. Fort Bragg, CA 

(Fort Bragg Subdivision) 

Hazardous Materials, STCC 

28,29,48,49 

$1400.00 per car 
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SECTION 3 

WEIGHING  

(Charges in dollars and cents per car, except as otherwise noted 

 

ITEM 3000 WEIGHING 

 
A. Applicable at all stations on the CWR 

B. Weighing will be performed where requested by the customer, provided it is practicable for the CWR to do so and 

railroad or private scales are available. 

C. Charges, if applicable, will be performed pursuant to applicable switching charges under Item 1100. 
 

 

- END - 
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Updated 2014.9.10 

 
Commute Fares 
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Updated 2014.9.10 

 

 

July 10, 2014 

 

 

To: All Concerned 

 

From: Robert Jason Pinoli 

 

Re:  COMMUTE FARES 

 

 

The following is an update to the policies and procedures for commute fares and takes effect 

immediately. 

 

There are now two styles of tickets being issued - 10 round-trips between a designated station 

and another designated station. The second is a 1-trip pass between a designated station and 

another (this is meant for people going out to camp to visit).  

 

There is a significant difference now, the 10 round-trip tickets are only good for the person who 

is named on the front, and this will rule be strictly enforced.  

 

Ticket Agents, Conductors, Brakemen, and Motormen not enforcing the policies will be held 

accountable. 

 

Fares have also been simplified considerably and fares have increased. 

 

Commute Tickets pricing policies are lattached. 
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Updated 2014.9.10 

 

TEN ROUND-TRIPS COMMUTAITON TICKET 
 

 Good for one person ONLY. Their name must be on the front as indicated.  

 Must be known to the train crew or have a valid photo ID at the time of boarding to 

accompany this ticket (NO EXCEPTIONS). 

 Subject to provisions on the back side of the ticket. 

o For example if someone is going to Holmes, Swales, English, or Bowman’s Camp 

which are just east of MP 10.0 “Redwood Lodge” they are charged to Grove. In 

every case ticket fares are based on the next station. When filling out the tickets 

though you should put the actual spot they are getting off (Fort Bragg to Swales 

Camp). 
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Updated 2014.9.10 

 

SINGLE ROUND-TRIP COMMUTATION TICKET 

 

 Good for one person who’s name must be on the front as indicated.  

 Subject to provisions on the back side of the ticket. 

o For example if someone is going to Holmes, Swales, English, or Bowman’s Camp 

which are just east of MP 10.0 “Redwood Lodge” they are charged to Grove. In 

every case ticket fares are based on the next station. When filling out the tickets 

though you should put the actual spot they are getting off (Fort Bragg to Swales 

Camp). 
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Updated 2014.9.10 

 

DESIGNATED STATIONS & FAMILY NAMES 
 Designated stations stops are in bold all others are “flag stops” 

 
Fort Bragg 

Glen Blair Junction    No Residents 

  

South Fork     Merrits (across the river before Bridge 7.88) 

 

Ranch Clark, Paul & Barbara (westerly most cabin) 

Fernandez, Gary (cabin just West of Ranch) 

Holmes, Leonard (cabin at the East end of Ranch) 

Rayman, Dan or Rosanna 

McDonald 

 

Redwood Lodge No Residents (the cabin just past 9.86 is vacant). 

 

Grove      Bowman’s 
Gayle Bowman 
Vic Kosonen 
Patty Kosonen 
Will Kosonen 
David Kosonen 
Jennifer Carlson (Gayle Bowman's other daughter) 
Johnny Ciro 
Anna-Kristina Rosenquist 
Justin Mynatt 
Scott Mayberry 
Roberta Mayberry 

 English Camp 

 Gevas 

 Holmes (Norma, Cookie, Allan)  

Kosta 

Nowlins 

 Swales 

 Webster 

 

Camp Little Stinker Daniels / Delong / Kjeldsens / Kostas 

  

Camp Three No Residents 

  

Camp Noyo  Hemphill 

 

Alpine No Residents at Alpine proper 

Four Point Lodge (just west of Bridge 19.28) Dennett 

 

Camp Mendocino     Bohlen 

  

Old Camp 7 (just east of Camp Mendo)  Cameron, Kristen & Gordon 

      Schmidt, Phil 

Matson, Jerry 
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Updated 2014.9.10 

 

 

Northspur     Ballard 

Bello 

Fernandez (Caretaker) 

Doll 

Hinton, Leanne 

Ingram 

Neutra, Raymond 

Pratt 

Rossetto, Jason 

Scott, Gary 
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Updated 2014.9.10 

 

 

DESIGNATED STATIONS & FAMILY NAMES 
 Designated stations stops are in bold all others are “flag stops” 

 

Willits 

 Summit      Jergenson 

 

 Crowley     Baldo 

 

 Clare Mill  

 

Burbeck Urban, John 

 

Shake City Burkhardt 

 Hess 

 Redwood Creek 

 Old Maguires Ranch (Wilderness Unlimited) 

 

Irmulco Benedetti 

Big Stump - Piatt 

Boone 

 

Camp Saint Albert 

Faulkner 

 Larson 

 McCarthy 

 McLaughlin 

 Nystrom 

  

Northspur See Above 
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Updated 2014.9.10 

 

FARES 

  
Mile 

10 Round-
Trip Ticket 

1 Round-
Trip Ticket 

Fort Bragg 0 
  

 
Glen Blair 3.5 N/A N/A 

 
South Fork 6.6 $20 $8 

 
Ranch 9 $30 $11 

 
Redwood Lodge 10 $40 $13 

 
Grove 12.7 $50 $16 

 
Camp Three 14.9 $75 $19 

 
Alpine 18.1 $90 $23 

 
Northspur (*) 21.3 $100 $27 

 
Willits 40 

  

 
Summit 35.4 $30 $7  

 
Crowley 34.1 $30 $9  

 
Clare Mill 30.4 $40 $14  

 
Burbeck 27.8 $50 $18  

 
Shake City 26.8 $75 $19  

 
Irmulco 23.9 $90 $23  

 
Northspur (*) 21.3 $100 $27  

 
(*) Fares to Northspur are only for those spending the night with a resident and returning the next day.  

 

Tickets may not be sold to non-residents (of the line) or guests thereof , and are defined by the preceding list. 

 

The “1 Round-Trip Tickets” are meant to be used for people who are just going out and back. 
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Updated 2016.7.16 

 
Commute Fares 
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Updated 2016.4.2 

 

 

July 16, 2016 (UPDATED) 

 

 

To: All Concerned 

 

From: Robert Jason Pinoli 

 

Re:  COMMUTE FARES 

 

 

The following is an update to the policies and procedures for commute fares and takes effect 

immediately. 

 

There are now two styles of tickets being issued - 10 round-trips between a designated station 

and another designated station. The second is a 1-trip pass between a designated station and 

another (this is meant for people going out to camp to visit).  

 

There is a significant difference now, the 10 round-trip tickets are only good for the person who 

is named on the front, and this will rule be strictly enforced.  

 

Ticket Agents, Conductors, Brakemen, and Motormen not enforcing the policies will be held 

accountable. 

 

Fares have also been simplified considerably and fares have increased. 

 

Commute Tickets pricing policies are attached. 
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Updated 2016.4.2 

 

TEN ROUND-TRIPS COMMUTAITON TICKET 
 

 Good for one person ONLY. Their name must be on the front as indicated.  

 Must be known to the train crew or have a valid photo ID at the time of boarding to 

accompany this ticket (NO EXCEPTIONS). 

 Subject to provisions on the back side of the ticket. 

o For example, if someone is going to Holmes, Swales, English, or Bowman’s 

Camp which are just east of MP 10.0 “Redwood Lodge” they are charged to 

Grove. In every case ticket fares are based on the next station. When filling out 

the tickets though you should put the actual spot they are getting off (Fort Bragg 

to Swales Camp). 
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Updated 2016.4.2 

 

SINGLE ROUND-TRIP COMMUTATION TICKET 

 

 Good for one person whose name must be on the front as indicated.  

 Subject to provisions on the back side of the ticket. 

o For example, if someone is going to Holmes, Swales, English, or Bowman’s 

Camp which are just east of MP 10.0 “Redwood Lodge” they are charged to 

Grove. In every case ticket fares are based on the next station. When filling out 

the tickets though you should put the actual spot they are getting off (Fort Bragg 

to Swales Camp). 
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Updated 2016.4.2 

 

DESIGNATED STATIONS & FAMILY NAMES 
 Designated stations stops are in bold all others are “flag stops” 

 
Fort Bragg 

Glen Blair Junction    No Residents 
  

South Fork     Merrits (across the river before Bridge 7.88) 

 

Ranch Clark, Paul & Barbara (westerly most cabin) 

Fernandez, Gary (cabin just West of Ranch) 

Holmes, Leonard (cabin at the East end of Ranch) 

Rayman, Dan or Rosanna 

McDonald 

 

Redwood Lodge No Residents (the cabin just past 9.86 is vacant). 

 
Grove      Bowman’s 

Gayle Bowman 
Vic Kosonen 
Patty Kosonen 
Will Kosonen 
David Kosonen 
Jennifer Carlson (Gayle Bowman's other daughter) 
Johnny Ciro 
Anna-Kristina Rosenquist 
Justin Mynatt 
Scott Mayberry 
Roberta Mayberry 

 English Camp 

 Gevas 

 Holmes (Norma, Cookie, Allan)  

Kosta 

Nowlins 

 Swales 

 Webster 

 

Camp Little Stinker Daniels / Delong / Kjeldsens / Kostas 

  

Camp Three No Residents 
  

Camp Noyo  Hemphill 

 

Alpine No Residents at Alpine proper 

Four Point Lodge (just west of Bridge 19.28) Dennett 

 

Camp Mendocino    Bohlen 

  

Old Camp 7 (just east of Camp Mendo)  Cameron, Kristen & Gordon 

      Schmidt, Phil 

Matson, Jerry 

MENDO00466

Case 4:22-cv-06317-JST   Document 17   Filed 12/05/22   Page 47 of 80



 

Updated 2016.4.2 

 

 

Northspur     Ballard 

Bello 

Fernandez (Caretaker) 

Doll 

Hinton, Leanne 

Ingram 

Neutra, Raymond 
Pratt 

Rossetto, Jason 

Scott, Gary 
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Updated 2016.4.2 

 

 

DESIGNATED STATIONS & FAMILY NAMES 
 Designated stations stops are in bold all others are “flag stops” 

 

Willits 
 Summit      Jergenson 

 

 Crowley     Baldo 

 

 Clare Mill  

 

Burbeck Urban, John 

 

Shake City Burkhardt 

 Hess 

 Redwood Creek 
 Old Maguires Ranch (Wilderness Unlimited) 

 

Irmulco Benedetti 

Big Stump – Piatt 

McKenna – LaRue / Grice 

Boone 

 

Camp Saint Albert 

Faulkner 

 Larson 

 McCarthy 

 McGrath, April 
 McLaughlin 

 Nystrom 

  

Northspur See Above 
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Updated 2016.4.2 

 

FARES 

  
Mile 

10 Round-
Trip Ticket 

1 Round-
Trip Ticket 

Fort Bragg 0 
  

 
Glen Blair 3.5 N/A N/A 

 
South Fork 6.6 $20 $8 

 
Ranch 9 $30 $11 

 
Redwood Lodge 10 $40 $13 

 
Grove 12.7 $50 $16 

 
Camp Three 14.9 $75 $19 

 
Alpine 18.1 $90 $23 

 
Northspur (*) 21.3 $100 $27 

 
Willits 40 

  

 
Summit 35.4 $30 $7  

 
Crowley 34.1 $30 $9  

 
Clare Mill 30.4 $40 $14  

 
Burbeck 27.8 $50 $18  

 
Shake City 26.8 $75 $19  

 
Irmulco 23.9 $90 $23  

 
Northspur (*) 21.3 $100 $27  

 
(*) Fares to Northspur are only for those spending the night with a resident and returning the next day.  

 

Tickets may not be sold to non-residents (of the line) or guests thereof , and are defined by the preceding list. 
 

The “1 Round-Trip Tickets” are meant to be used for people who are just going out and back. 
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Updated 2017.6.9 

 
Commute Fares 
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Updated 2017.6.9 

 
 
June 9, 2017 (UPDATED) 
 
To: All Concerned 
 
From: Robert Jason Pinoli 
 
Re:  COMMUTE FARES 
 
 
The following is an update to the policies and procedures for commute fares and takes effect 
immediately. 
 
There are now two styles of tickets being issued - 10 round-trips between a designated station 
and another designated station. The second is a 1-trip pass between a designated station and 
another (this is meant for people going out to camp to visit).  
 
There is a significant difference now, the 10 round-trip tickets are only good for the person who 
is named on the front, and this will rule be strictly enforced.  
 
Ticket Agents, Conductors, Brakemen, and Motormen not enforcing the policies will be held 
accountable. 
 
Fares have also been simplified considerably and fares have increased. 
 
Commute Tickets pricing policies are attached. 
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Updated 2017.6.9 

 
TEN ROUND-TRIPS COMMUTAITON TICKET 
 

• Good for one person ONLY. Their name must be on the front as indicated.  
• Must be known to the train crew or have a valid photo ID at the time of boarding to 

accompany this ticket (NO EXCEPTIONS). 
• Subject to provisions on the back side of the ticket. 

o For example, if someone is going to Holmes, Swales, English, or Bowman’s 
Camp which are just east of MP 10.0 “Redwood Lodge” they are charged to 
Grove. In every case ticket fares are based on the next station. When filling out 
the tickets though you should put the actual spot they are getting off (Fort Bragg 
to Swales Camp). 
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Updated 2017.6.9 

 
SINGLE ROUND-TRIP COMMUTATION TICKET 
 

• Good for one person whose name must be on the front as indicated.  
• Subject to provisions on the back side of the ticket. 

o For example, if someone is going to Holmes, Swales, English, or Bowman’s 
Camp which are just east of MP 10.0 “Redwood Lodge” they are charged to 
Grove. In every case ticket fares are based on the next station. When filling out 
the tickets though you should put the actual spot they are getting off (Fort Bragg 
to Swales Camp). 
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Updated 2017.6.9 

 
DESIGNATED STATIONS & FAMILY NAMES 
 Designated stations stops are in bold all others are “flag stops” 
 
Fort Bragg 

Glen Blair Junction    No Residents 
  

South Fork     Merrits (across the river before Bridge 7.88) 
 
Ranch Clark, Paul & Barbara (westerly most cabin) 

Fernandez, Gary (cabin just West of Ranch) 
Holmes, Leonard (cabin at the East end of Ranch) 
Rayman, Dan or Rosanna 
McDonald 

 
Redwood Lodge No Residents (the cabin just past 9.86 is vacant). 
 
Grove      Bowman’s 

Gayle Bowman 
Vic Kosonen 
Patty Kosonen 
Will Kosonen 
David Kosonen 
Jennifer Carlson (Gayle Bowman's other daughter) 
Johnny Ciro 
Anna-Kristina Rosenquist 
Justin Mynatt 
Scott Mayberry 
Roberta Mayberry 

 English Camp 
 Gevas 
 Holmes (Norma, Cookie, Allan)  

Kosta 
Nowlins 

 Swales 
 Webster 
 
Camp Little Stinker Daniels / Delong / Kjeldsens / Kostas 
  
Camp Three No Residents 
  
Camp Noyo  Hemphill 
 
Alpine No Residents at Alpine proper 

Four Point Lodge (just west of Bridge 19.28) Dennett 
 

Camp Mendocino    Bohlen 
  
Old Camp 7 (just east of Camp Mendo)  Cameron, Kristen & Gordon 
      Schmidt, Phil 

Matson, Jerry 
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Updated 2017.6.9 

 
 
Northspur     Ballard 

Bello 
Doll 
Hinton, Leanne 
Ingram 
Neutra, Raymond 
Pratt 
Rossetto, Jason 
Scott, Gary 
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Updated 2017.6.9 

 
 
DESIGNATED STATIONS & FAMILY NAMES 
 Designated stations stops are in bold all others are “flag stops” 
 
Willits 
 Summit      Jergenson 
 
 Crowley     Baldo 
 
 Clare Mill  

 
Burbeck Urban, John 
 
Shake City Burkhardt 
 Hess 
 Redwood Creek 
 Old Maguires Ranch (Wilderness Unlimited) 
 
Irmulco Benedetti 

Big Stump – Piatt 
McKenna – LaRue / Grice 
Boone 

 
Camp Saint Albert 
Faulkner 

 Larson 
 McCarthy 
 McGrath, April 
 McLaughlin 
 Nystrom 
  
Northspur See Above 
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Updated 2017.6.9 

 
FARES 

  
Mile 

10 Round-
Trip Ticket 

1 Round-
Trip Ticket 

Fort Bragg 0 
  

 
Glen Blair 3.5 N/A N/A 

 
South Fork 6.6 $20 $8 

 
Ranch 9 $30 $11 

 
Redwood Lodge 10 $40 $13 

 
Grove 12.7 $50 $16 

 
Camp Three 14.9 $75 $19 

 
Alpine 18.1 $90 $23 

 
Northspur (*) 21.3 $100 $27 

 
Willits 40 

  
 

Summit 35.4 $30 $7  

 
Crowley 34.1 $30 $9  

 
Clare Mill 30.4 $40 $14  

 
Burbeck 27.8 $50 $18  

 
Shake City 26.8 $75 $19  

 
Irmulco 23.9 $90 $23  

 
Northspur (*) 21.3 $100 $27  

 
(*) Fares to Northspur are only for those spending the night with a resident and returning the next day.  
 
Tickets may not be sold to non-residents (of the line) or guests thereof , and are defined by the preceding list. 
 
The “1 Round-Trip Tickets” are meant to be used for people who are just going out and back. 
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